OCTOBER 2012 VOLUME 5 ISSUE 3

Wi,

" NETWORK NEWS

NETWORK NEWS IS A PUBLICATION OF CONSUMER SENTINEL, LAW ENFORCEMENT’S SOURCE FOR CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

GET-RICH-QUICK SCHEMES STOPPED

At the FTC’s request, a U.S. district court ordered the marketers of three get-rich-quick systems, including John Beck’s
Free and Clear Real Estate System, to pay a record $478 million for deceiving nearly a million consumers. e Order also
puts three of the defendants out of the infomercial and telemarketing businesses permanently. According to the court,
despite the marketers' easy-money claims for the systems, nearly everyone who bought in lost money. Read more.

HYPED HEALTH CLAIMS

e marketers of Ab Circle Pro, an abdominal exercise device, will settle FTC charges that it deceived consumers. e
defendants have agreed to pay at least $15 million — and as much as $25 million — depending on how many people
request refunds. According to the FTC, Fitness Brands, Inc., promised people that
exercising on the device for just three minutes a day was the equivalent of doing 100
sit-ups and would result in a 10-pound weight loss in two weeks. Read more.

FCRA VIOLATIONS ALLEGED
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http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2012/08/johnbeck.shtm
http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2012/08/abcirclepro.shtm
http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2012/08/hireright.shtm
http://ftc.gov/opa/2012/07/freedom.shtm
http://ftc.gov/opa/2012/09/nelsongamble.shtm
http://ftc.gov/opa/2012/09/nelsongamble.shtm
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http://www.ftc.gov/sentinel
http://Register.ConsumerSentinel.gov
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt076.shtm
mailto:clu@ftc.gov
http://ftc.gov/opa/2012/08/bgm.shtm
http://ftc.gov/opa/2012/09/nelsongamble.shtm
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/workshops/robocalls/

