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Introduction 

1. This report describes federal antitrust developments in the United States for the period October 1, 
2004, through September 30, 2005 (ìFY 2005î).  It summarizes the activities of both the Antitrust Division 
(ìDivisionî) of the U.S. Department of Justice (ìDepartmentî or ìDOJî) and the Bureaus of Competition 
and Economics of the Federal Trade Com
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• the Division will ensure that remedies are completely implemented and will fully enforce its 
judgments. 

5. On March 2, 2005, the revised notification and filing thresholds for the Hart-Scott Rodino (HSR) 
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otherís authorities for appropriate law enforcement action. The ìpositive comityî agreement is very 
similar to the agreement signed by the U.S. and the European Communities in 1998, and establishes 
conditions under which the requesting country will normally agree to defer initiating its own enforcement 
activity. 

10. The Commission and Department of Justice participated in the Fourth Annual 
International Competition Network (ICN) conference, which was held in Bonn, Germany. The 
conference was the largest gathering of competition officials, with more than 400 delegates, including 
representatives of 80 competition agencies, experts from international organizations, and members of the 
legal, business, consumer, and academic communities.  The conference presented the work of four ICN 
working groups focused on mergers, cartels, competition policy implementation, and antitrust enforcement 
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21. In a district court decision, Stolt-Nielsen S.A., v. United States, 352 F. Supp. 2d 553 (E.D. Pa. 
2005), the court permanently enjoined the United States from seeking the indictment of Stolt-Nielsen 
Transportation Group (ìStolt-Nielsenî), a member of a conspiracy to fix prices and allocate customers in 
the ocean parcel-tanker industry, and a Stolt-Nielsen executive.  Stolt-Nielsen had received conditional 
leniency
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charging that the NARís modified policy continues to prevent Internet-based real estate brokers from 
offering better services and lower costs to consumers.  The modified policy provides for a ìblanket opt-
out,î similar to the opt-out provision in the initial policy, but specifically exempts NARís official website 
from the blanket opt out.  NARís modified policy, like its original policy, denies brokers using new 
technologies and business models the same benefits of MLS membership available to their competitor 
brokers, ultimately stif

ers, u
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3) FTC Non-Merger Enforcement Actions 

39. In FY 2005, there were significant developments in the Commissionís non-merger enforcement 
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56. ALLTEL Corporation/Western Wireless: On July 6, 2005, the Department announced that it had 
reached a s
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4. Regulatory and Trade Policy Matters 

A. Regulatory Policies 

1) Joint FTC-DOJ Activities: Federal and State Regulatory Matters 

60. The Department and FTC filed comments in FY 2005 with authorities in several states ñ 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Texas, and Alabama ñ in opposition to proposals that would restrict the ability of 
local real estate professionals to offer customized real estate services.  Full-service brokers charge 
consumers a single price for a bundle of individual real estate services.  In contras
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the applicants already have already engaged in significant integration of their activities and could achieve a 
substantial portion of the claimed benefits through code-sharing of the type that presents minimal antitrust 
risks. 

B. DOJ and FTC Trade Policy Activities 

69. Both the Division and the FTC are involved extensively in interagency discussions and decision-
making with respect to the formulation and implementation of U.S. international trade and investment 
policy as concerns competition policy. The Division participates in interagency trade policy discussions 
chaired by the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative and actively follows various WTO negotiations. 
The Division provides antitrust and other legal advice to U.S. trade agencies, and has been actively 
involved in certain NAFTA Chapter 11 arbitrations relevant to competition issues.  The Division also 
works with other Justice components (including the Criminal, Environment, and Civil Divisions) on 
international trade and investment issues that affect th
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http://www.ftc.gov/ftc/workshops/oilmergers/index.htm
http://www.ftc.gov/opp/intellect/050601agendatownmtg.pdf


http://www.ftc.gov/reports/gasprices05/050705gaspricesrpt.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/reports/contactlens/050214contactlensrpt.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/reports/pharmbenefit05/050906pharmbenefitrpt.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/be/econwork.htm
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A Variance Screen For Collusion, Rosa M. Abrantes-Metz, Luke M. Froeb, John F. Geweke, Christopher 
T. Taylor, March 2005.   

Pharmaceutical Development Phases: A Duration Analysis, Rosa M. Abrantes-Metz, Christopher P. 
Adams, and Albert Metz, October 2004. 
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FTE Amount ($ in thousands) 
Nonmerger Enforcement 104.1 $13 911.1 

Bureau of Competition 84.8 $11 373.1 
Bureau of Economics 9.1 $1 226.3 
Regional Offices 10.2 $1 311.7 
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