
 

 

  
  

  
 

   
   

   
      

     
  

 
    

    
  

 
  

 
  

      
   

 
   

 
   

 
   

     
   

   
    

   
  

 
       
    

  
    
   
    

 
    

Statement of Commissioner Maureen K. Ohlhausen 
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Intellectual property is the foundation of a successful innovation policy. Its intersection 
with antitrust thus affects the new economy. Unfortunately, there has been a worrying trend as 
some overseas enforcers wield their antitrust laws in unprincipled fashion to dilute IP rights. 
That approach discounts the importance of dynamic efficiencies to long-term economic growth, 
exaggerates the short-term gains to technology users of reduced input prices, and inappropriately 
morphs antitrust into a tool of price regulation. 

In response to skepticism in some quarters about the value of IP in spurring technological 
advance, I have made the case for robust patent and copyright protection. See, e.g., Maureen K. 
Ohlhausen, The Case for a Strong Patent System (June 8, 2016), https://www.ftc.gov/public
statements/2016/06/case-strong-patent-system; Maureen K. Ohlhausen & Dan Schneider, 
Intellectual Property and the National Security Issue, WASH. TIMES, Dec. 1, 2015. My study of 
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